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And the New Mr. MHS is…

By: Catherine Furman and Staff Editor

 Eight of MHS’s male students 
suited up and performed their unique 
talents to compete in the second Mr. 
MHS competition. This year’s 2015 
competitors were seniors: Cory Meigs, 
Tyler Quidgeon, Matt Hendrickson, 
Victor Castro, Josh Favret, Ben Coombs, 
and sophomores: Josh Moya, and Cody 
Mileski. The Masters of Ceremonies were 
Josh Anderson and Adrienne Foret. For 
the men to win the title of “king,” they had 
to perform a talent, present their formal 
wear, and be able to answer two questions 
during the Question and Answer (Q&A) 
period.
 In third place, winning $15, was 
Castro. In second place, winning $25, was 
Coombs. The winner and new Mr. MHS, 
taking home $100 and a crown, was 
Meigs.
 The talent section had a range of 
performances, from singing and rapping 
to dancing like Napoleon Dynamite. 
The crowd favorite was the performance 
by Josh Favret and Victor Castro; 

they performed a duet dance routine 
(choreographed by senior Becca Carroll) 
which ended with actual promposals to 
seniors Emily Bigelow and Jenny Missios.  
They said yes. 
 During the formal wear portion 
of the show, the boys were escorted on 
stage by a girl of their choice. While 
showing their tuxes (donated by Men’s 
Wearhouse), the audience got to learn 
some information about the men like their 
college choices, hobbies and interests, and 
plans for the future. What appeared to be 
a popular trend was the all-white tuxedo 
which four of the contestants wore. 
Coombs took a bold step by wearing the 
only brown and tan tuxedo.
 The last competition was the 
Question and Answer segment. The 
competitors were asked two sets of 
questions: one serious question and one 
that was entertaining for the audience.
 The judges this year were Mrs. 
Clark, Mrs. Soderberg, Mrs. Laing, 
Helena Sun, Avalon Foret, and Van Heller.

Mr MHS, Cory Meigs.                               photo by: Taylor Montminy

Spring break 2k15
By: Kyle Marsh
 Spring break: the most important 
part of the year for high school students. 
Spring break is the most anticipated time 
of the school year.  They wait all winter 
for warm weather and sun. This year was 
no different.
  Students had trips planned all 
over the country and beyond. Destinations 
range from places as close as Rhode Island 
to the Caribbean islands. Spring break, 
however, is not only for traveling. 
 Some students took this break as 
an opportunity to visit their college choices 
for a day. Students traveled to the campus 
and took tours and attended presentations. 
Some even stayed overnight. This spring 
break gave seniors a chance to fall in love 
with their college choice.
  Others just took time to sit back, 
relax, and get their mind off of school. 
Time was spent with friends, significant 
others and family. They did things that 
they didn’t have time for while attending 
school like enjoy the outdoors.
 For athletes, there were no 
breaks. Plans were put on hold with the 
famous words, “Sorry, I have practice.” 
All sports teams had practice almost every 
day during the week and at least one game 
to play. Most even had practice on the 
weekend. 
 The week may have been filled 
with fun, but Sunday was filled with 
homework. Procrastination is a big part of 
spring break. Many students want to push 
off work until they’re done having fun 
with their friends, which was most likely 
not until Sunday night.
 Monday, students were either 
late or wishing to be home. Sleeping 
schedules are now out of whack and will 
take a few weeks to be corrected. Spring 
break marked the start of the final stretch 
of the school year. Seniors can’t wait to 
graduate. Underclassmen can’t wait for 
summer.
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MHS SPORTS
Montville Golf 

By: Jordan Zeppieri

 The Montville golf team is favored 
to win its division this year and is led by 3 
seniors: Ben Reed, Cory Meigs, and Ryan 
Turney. The golf lineup is Ben Reed, Cory 
Meigs, Ryan Turney, Chris Bouchard, and 
Brian O’Sullivan. “We are looking to put 
a banner up in the gym,” said Meigs. An 
ECC divisional title is the goal this season 
and the golfers are very confident. Meigs 
and Reed both have aspirations to make 
it to states this year. As of now, the golf 
team is 4-0 in their division. They are 
sweeping the competition with wins such 
as 7-0 against Windham.
 Senior, Meigs said, “We self-
dub ourselves as the weirdest team in 
the ECC.” The golf team has an odd, 
but lovable, personality and weird out 
opponents to gain an edge. For example, 
after a great shot Meigs will dance for 
an extended amount of time and Reed 
will hug opponents rather than shaking 
their hands which weirds opponents out. 
“Some golfer said, ‘Golf is 90 percent 
mental and 10 percent physical,’” said 

Reed. These friendly psychological mind 
games are parts of the teams’ success 
along with hard work, dedication, and 
love for the game of golf. Reed also said, 
“If you’re not first, you’re last,” -- a quote 
from the movie “Talladega Nights: A 
Ballad of Ricky Bobby.” This confident 
attitude and bravado shown through Reed 
and Meigs is the teams’ identity and the 
reason for their self-dubbed weirdness. 
The Montville golf team is a team to look 
out for this year and shall be a force to be 
reckoned with.
 The Montville golf team is 
coached by Mr. Kelly. Reed and Meigs 
award Coach Kelly for the team having 
such a brilliant, weird attitude. “All joking 
around aside, Mr. Kelly is one of the best 
coaches there is, and I’m honored to have 
him as my senior year coach. I wouldn’t 
pick anyone else if I could,” said Reed. 
Mr. Kelly has coached Montville golf for 
15 years and the past 11 years he has been 
the head coach.

Ryan Turney lines up his shot.                                                                      photo by: Alex Winakor

We Need a Fan
By: Stefanie Szot
 If a person was to attend any 
sporting event at schools like Ledyard, 
NFA, and Waterford, he or she would see 
crowded bleachers full of vibrant school 
colors and cheering students. But at MHS, 
fan support appears non-existent for all 
sports besides football.
 Students admit that most don’t 
attend because they enjoy watching the 
sport, but because it’s a social gathering. 
While talking about the large turnouts 
for football games, junior Katie Banta 
said more people attend because “they’re 
super self-confident with themselves. You 
watch them every game day and they’re 
parading around here, and so pumped 
up for the game, they get other people 
pumped up and then more people go.”
According to students interviewed, the 
only other sport that receives support is 
girls’ basketball; the number of fans is still 
nowhere close to what football receives.
 When asked why other schools’ 
sports receive more support, senior Hannah 
Meyers answered, “I would say because 
our school has a general environment 
where people are just wrapped up in what 
they’re doing, and not too wrapped up 
with the school.” Students feel like more 
people would attend sporting events if the 
school held events that promoted school 
spirit. 
 Junior Alex Clemons admits that 
even she contributes to the lack of support 
by saying, “I just think it’s our school. 
I’m even guilty of it; I don’t go to most 
sporting events, but that’s because we all 
get into feuds about which sport is better 
instead of just supporting each other.”
Not only are numbers low for the fan 
sections, but the amount of people that 
play as well. Some athletes believe 
students don’t come out because the idea 
of playing JV isn’t appealing. Junior Olivia 
Fargo thinks athletes should advertise 
their sports more “and show people how 
much fun the sport can actually be.”
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MHS SPORTS

By: Gerald Aquino
 The MHS softball team is entering 
this season with their eyes set to win the 
small division title in the ECC. The team’s 
record last season was 6-4 in the ECC 
small division and 12-9 overall. Despite 
previously having an average ECC Small 
record, the team has high hopes for 
improvement and growth.
 The upcoming freshman class  
can play a role in that. “They are showing 
a lot of potential. Next year is going to 
be tough though. The team is losing two 
pitchers. However, we are confident that 
freshman Jazlin Fitch will step up and fill 
in the gap as a pitcher,” said Katrina Awad. 
Another freshman that has proven to be 
useful is Amanda Perkins who is starting 
in right field, but is capable of playing the 
infield as well.
 Awad is one of five seniors on 
the team; the other seniors are Nicole 

MHS Softball Aims for ECC Title

Dutka, Hannah Meyers, Emily Bigelow, 
and Stefanie Szot. All five seniors were 
considered top returners in the Norwich 
Bulletin.
 “The Indians suffered some 
key losses from last season, right up the 
middle. Pitcher Alyssa Mattison, a three-
year starter, graduated as did shortstop 
Caitlin Perkins and outfielder Nicole 
Walmsley. Other than that, the majority 
of the team returns and Alves expects 
the Indians to be able to compete for the 
Small Division title” (Norwich Bulletin). 
 The toughest team for Montville 
in their division is Wheeler who won the 
ECC small title last season. Senior Jenn 
Paride, Wheeler’s pitcher, is the biggest 
threat to Montville; she has a 0.94 earned 
run average and 213 strikeouts in 134 
innings.

By: Ryan Turney 

 The boys’ and girls’ tennis teams 
are back in action on the courts this spring 
with a vengeance to return as a rising 
force in the ECC.
 Ryan Severino coaches the boys’ 
team with top returners including Gerald 
Aquino (sr.), Justin Santacroce (sr.), Carl 
Malinowski (sr.), and Rohit Sinha (jr.). 
Aquino says that his hope for the team is 
“winning more than 75% of our matches.” 
He continued, “Our lineup is pretty strong 
compared to others from seasons past.” 
This lineup seems promising compared 
with top teams in the ECC like East 
Lyme and St. Bernard’s. But even with 
this lineup, the team lost their first match 
against St. Bernard’s this season. This loss 
comes early with time to improve, but 
with a 0-7 team loss, it won’t be an easy 
task to knock off the top team in the ECC. 

Acing the Season

Although the boy’s tennis team holds a 
strong lineup for the small division, they 
will have fierce competition outside of the 
ECC with teams like Old Lyme and Old 
Saybrook in the Shoreline Conference 
which have always been the teams to beat 
in the state tournament. 
 The girl’s tennis team is led by 
senior captains Mia Ferguson, Meagan 
McAdams, and Jennifer Hester who come 
back as top returners. Ferguson says, 
“This season should be a winning year 
for MHS girl’s tennis! I am very excited 
by our lineup, and really think we can 
come up on top with perseverance and 
focus.” With this kind of drive, the girls 
can improve from their losing season last 
year, even with the loss of senior Martha 
Mena who was a powerhouse for the team 
in seasons past. Although this is a huge 

loss for the team, the three senior captains 
have experience in the ECC tournament; 
all three made it to the tournament last 
year, but failed to reach the second round, 
something they all hope to achieve this 
season. McAdams says, “This year is 
definitely going to be our best team out 
of all four years I’ve played. All of our 
varsity singles and doubles are looking 
really strong and the JV team is showing a 
lot of potential for future years.” 
 Overall, the tennis teams are 
coming back from their offseasons with 
determination, and are ready to show 
other towns that their improved rosters 
will be hard to beat. 

 photo by: Patrick Caron
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Gerald Makes Chief Officer

By: Nina Costa 

 One of our very own MHS 
seniors, Gerald Aquino, has just recently 
become a Chief in the Naval Sea Cadet 
Corps (USNSCC). Gerald found his 
interest in the program about 6 years ago 
when a crew of sea cadets caught his eye 
at a parade he was at with his father. “The 
way they were dressed, the way they 
were organized, it just really caught my 
attention, and I think that’s what really 
grabbed me into the program,” stated 
Aquino. The USNSCC teaches cadets 
many new skills Aquino says, “It puts the 
cadets in certain situations of leaderships 
where we learn how to control situations, 
avoid and resolve problems.” He went on 
to say that when he is at sea cadets he is 
a “completely different person from what 
I am at school.” Staying overnight at the 
camp creates more of a military lifestyle 
for the cadets, which seems to shape them 
into more responsible and independent 
individuals. With the time and experience 
put into the program the cadets walk away 
with a different mindset; they even walk 

away more mature in many cases. 
 Held at the Groton-New London 
Sub Base, this non-profit organization is 
for young people, ages 11 through 17. 
This program is doing quite a lot for the 
cadets. The USNSCC is made up of two 
programs. These two programs are based 
on age level, the junior and senior cadet 
program. These programs are usually 
for young people who are interested in 
furthering their interest in the Navy. The 
programs and training held in these camps 
help to develop more interest and ability 
in seamanship and seagoing skills needed 
in the Navy along with many more skills. 
 Although it is a large commitment, 
with traveling and time away from home, 
it is very worth the time spent away. “It’s 
a great opportunity to explore different 
parts of the country” Aquino says. MHS 
is proud to say that there is a Chief Officer 
of the USNSCC walking among the 
students. Aquino encouraged for others 
to pursue the program if it’s something 
they’d also be interested in.

Saying Goodbye to 
MHS Staff
By: Ashley Kolasa and Staff Editor

 Saying goodbye is never easy, 
especially when the people leaving are 
MHS teachers Penny Baril, Maureen 
Epps, and Naomi Fiora who are retiring 
after this school year comes to a close. 
 Baril has been teaching for 28 
years; 23 were spent at MHS while the 
other 5 were at Stafford High School 
and Plainfield High School. Baril teaches 
English and American Studies at MHS. 
When asked what she will miss, she 
said, “I will miss the people and students 
and colleagues, but I won’t miss all the 
paperwork.” During her retirement, she 
plans on “writing, reading, coloring, and 
traveling across country to Alaska. I want 
to take my time, but I have to wait till my 
husband retires in a couple years.” Baril 
also commented, “Good luck to Mrs. 
Laurençot in the bat cave.”
 Epps has been teaching for 27 
years; 14 were spent at MHS and 23 
were at East Lyme High School. She also 
taught summer school math at Waterford 
High School for at least 20 years. Epps 
teaches Spanish at MHS. Epps said, “I 
will miss the students and friends I made 
with the faculty and staff, but I won’t miss 
getting up at 5 a.m. to get here at 6 a.m.” 
After Epps retires, she plans on doing 
book keeping at a company she chose to 
leave anonymous for a permanent job in 
Old Saybrook.
 Fiora has been teaching for 33 
years; she is a special education teacher 
and works with Ms. Walsh and Mr. 
Rousseau in English classes. She started 
teaching in Denver, Colorado. She was 
hired under a 3 year grant involving 
working with students diagnosed with 
attachment disorders. She says, “I will 
miss the staff and students, but I will not 
miss the increasing paperwork that comes 
with the job.” After Fiora retires, she plans 
on traveling to California and Italy. She 
also plans on getting a volunteer position 
or job with Habitat for Humanity. 

Maine Maritime Academy commit Gerald Aquino.                                    photo by: Alex Winakor
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Bunking with a Buddy

By:  Van Heller

 Selfies have become so important 
to our culture that the word, “selfie,” has 
been inducted to the Webster dictionary. 
Everywhere people go, it seems they have 
to take a selfie to commemorate the event, 
no matter how insignificant it may be. 
The simple photo genre seems harmless at 
first glance, but people have been taking 
insensitive selfies for the world to see. The 
New York Post had on their front page 
an article about a group of girls taking a 
selfie with an East Village explosion in 
the background. The image looks like 
something from the Twilight Zone; the 
girls are taking the picture like nothing is 
wrong while a building is burning to the 
ground. This is one picture from an entire 
album of uncaring photos.
 This could be the beginning of 
something larger than a couple photos in 

Destruction with No Filter

bad taste; this could be the beginning of 
a generation of insensitivity. The world 
has transformed from a society where the 
public can’t handle seeing a man and a 
woman lay together in the same bed on 
TV, to a culture where it’s ok to show a 
video of a man being shot by an officer 
in broad daylight on the evening news. 
People now thrive to see events that send 
chills to their core, and they want to be a 
part of it too. 
 These selfies are a great example 
of the phenomenon. Now, people see an 
emergency and they want other people 
to know that they’re a part of it. Taking 
a picture of themselves with the situation 
in the background is a great way of 
documenting it. Where is this taking our 
morals and values? Personal privacy or 
human decency could be a thing of the 

past if these pictures keep being posted 
of smiling faces with plane crashes and 
ambulances in the background continue. 
Social media has helped with the dilution 
of empathy in the world too. Extremists 
like ISIS have been uploading professional 
quality photos of their executions onto the 
Internet to promote hate and to recruit 
anyone willing to join the terrorist group. 
Others have been abusing the Internet; 
people do it every day. Cyber bullying, cat 
fishing, and sexting have all made their 
victims hurt to the point where suicide is a 
common outcome. 
 “When the power of love 
overcomes the love of power, the world 
will know peace,” said Jimi Hendrix. The 
Internet is a powerful device, but is fueling 
this desensitization people see today.

 Leaving home and heading to 
college is a scary milestone in a young 
adult’s life. Going into a building with 
hundreds of other people your age that you 
don’t know can be intimidating. Then, you 
walk into a room not knowing the person 
you’ll be living with, that could be your 
roommate for the next 4 years. That’s why 
it could be helpful living with a familiar 
face during college. Alex Winakor and 
Ryan Turney (seniors) have decided to 
do just that. Both students will be moving 
into a dorm together at Emmanuel College 
next year.
 “For the longest time I thought 
I was going to BU (Boston University) 
or a big name school… Then I got into 
Emerson and they gave me goose egg for 
money… I got accepted into Emmanuel 
and I liked it better than my other options,” 

Winakor stated. “We both have the same 
interests, and with only so many options 
in the area that offer the courses we’re 
looking for, it seemed ideal.”
 “We both love the city of Boston, 
so either way, based on our interests we 
were both probably going to end up in 
Boston, whether if I went to Emerson and 
Alex going to BU… When we both got 
accepted into Emmanuel we both felt a 
little more comfortable knowing that we 
would be going with someone we know,” 
Turney explained.
 Winakor and Turney didn’t 
expect that Emmanuel would be their final 
descision. They both had other schools in 
mind, but having each other pushed them 
for the opportunity given to them. They’re 
confident that they won’t get on each 
other’s nerves, describing themselves as 

 

yin and yang. Winakor being the “messy 
disaster” and Turney being the “neat 
freak” they believe that it’s a match made 
in heaven.

By: Van Heller
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OPINION
Herb’s Country Deli Restaurant

By: Jordan Zeppieri

 Since 1968, Herb’s, on Route 32 
in Uncasville, has been the top breakfast 
spot in town. Herb’s has its regulars, 
and newcomers are, of course, always 
welcome. Herb’s for many Montvillians 
is a landmark just like Friendly Pizza. 
Whether you come for breakfast or lunch, 
you are in for something special.
 For breakfast I will never forget 
the first time I had Herb’s pancakes. The 
first time I bit into my Caribbean Pancakes 
I knew I would never again encounter 
such flavorful pancakes in my life. 
Banana, pecan, pineapple, and coconut 
are perfectly arranged atop a 2 or 3 stack 
of pancakes drizzled with maple syrup 
and butter. My mouth starts watering 
just thinking about it. However, if you 
are not a pancake person do not worry. 
Herb’s western omelet is definitely worth 
the try. The ham, green peppers, cheese, 
and onions are engulfed in a delicate egg. 
Regardless of what you order at Herb’s 
make sure you order the side of corned 
beef hash because you will be jealous of 

the person next to you who did. Herb’s 
breakfast is to die for.
 For lunch pick up a “Special 
Sandwich.” Definitely get the Grand Slam 
Combination. It is made up of corned beef, 
pastrami, Swiss cheese, with a Russian 
dressing grilled to a golden brown on rye 
bread. If that does not get your taste buds 
going do not worry there are many more 
options that will. The Nova Scotia Lox 
Platter is something that you cannot find 
anywhere and if you like fish is worth a go. 
The lox are served on a bagel with cream 
cheese, olives, onions, tomato cues, cole 
slaw, and crisp lettuce. Herb’s for lunch is 
just as good as Herb’s for breakfast even 
though it known as a “breakfast place.”
 Herb’s is a landmark of Montville 
to the townspeople. Herb is in his 
restaurant all the time and conversations 
with him give the atmosphere of Herb’s 
Country Deli Restaurant an even closer 
knit restaurant to its community then one 
could imagine.

Juvenile Offenders
By: Melody Cabarroguis and Staff Editor

 These days, the rate of juvenile 
delinquency is increasing. Juvenile 
delinquency is a term used for youthful 
offenders (under 18) committing crimes. 
This is a problem in many communities. 
Juvenile delinquency is one of the things 
that harms societies because children are 
the hope of the future and they affect 
the functionality of their surroundings. 
People who are not yet adults can easily 
do crimes and get away with them because 
agencies and officers do not give teens 
hard punishments. This can cause these 
children to continue their bad behavior. 
  Every child has a chance of being 
a successful adult someday and making 
the world a better place. But sadly, there 
are factors that make this possibility fall 
apart. Kids often show potential at a 
young age, but their future depends on 
how their parents raise them. Parents’ 
guidance is one of the factors that affects 
attitudes of teenagers. Some parents say 
bad words and do bad things that can 
poison the minds of their children. Friends 
also play an important role in the manners 
of children. Bad kids can influence their 
friends to use illegal drugs, drink alcohol 
and even commit violent crimes.  Family 
problems also have a big effect on kids. 
Teenagers often choose the wrong 
path because of their hidden anger and 
loneliness. 
           Fortunately, there are programs that 
can help prevent juvenile delinquency. 
One Circle Foundation helps people to 
be mentally and socially healthy. They 
provide social support for many kids 
who need help so they can have a better 
life. The Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP, Program 
leads the initiative to decrease the rate of 
gang activities in communities. S.O. is 
a nonprofit program that helps children 
between ages 8-18 to develop their own 
character, ethics and peer relationships.  

A typical Herb’s breakfast.                      Photo By: Kaylee Kingston
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By: Melody Cabarroguis and Staff Editor

 Many families send their child to 
the school that will fit their income. Some 
want their child to have advanced and 
better education, so they send their kids 
to a private school. However, for families 
who cannot afford this their children go to 
public school. 
 The good thing about public 
school is that it’s free. Public schools get 
their money from the government both at 
the national and state level. Private schools 
get their funding from tuition and other 
fund raisers.  Does it really matter what 
kind of school children go to? Hard work 
is the key to success. Accomplishments 
depend on how hard he or she studies, and 
how much commitment is dedicated by 
the student. 
 Sure, private schools have the 
reputation of being more advanced and 

Private vs. Public Education

having better equipment, but these things 
mean nothing without determination and 
hard work. If a child goes to a private 
school, it doesn’t necessarily mean that he 
or she is better. Determination and hard 
work is what makes a student successful.
 How students learn is the same. 
Many students who got accepted into 
universities like Yale, UConn (University 
of Connecticut) or Connecticut College 
came from public schools. These 
universities don’t only look at the high 
school, they also look at a student’s 
resume. They look at grades and extra- 
curricular activities.  So why do we need 
to have private or public schools? School, 
public or private, should be a place where 
all children will grow to be a better and 
more successful in the future. 

By: Meagan McAdams

 Spring break is one of those 
fantasized about weeks that people make 
movies about. It’s notorious for being 
the week that the weather finally gets 
warm and everyone lets loose. However, 
it seems teachers have a different idea 
as to what spring “break” is. Naturally, a 
student is not going to be happy getting 
homework ever, but on a break it just 
seems unfair. It’s supposed to be a week 
where students can finally relax and not 
be stressed over the amount of work 
they have to do. Spring break for juniors 
generally entails college visits most days, 
and for seniors, lots of scholarship writing, 
both of which are very important things. 
Let’s be honest, by mid-April senior year, 
projects and large homework assignments 
during a week off aren’t going to be done 
until the Sunday before we come back or 

Homework over Spring Break

completely forgotten anyway so it’s not 
like huge amounts of effort are being put 
into doing assignments on subjects we 
already understand. During long breaks, 
projects are usually assigned because 
there’s more time to complete them. But 
how often are the projects about a subject 
that wasn’t already taught? Is it really a 
loss if I don’t complete a poster board 
reiterating everything I was just taught?
 I don’t think it’s fair that my grade 
should be brought down for not doing some 
homework during a vacation. I should be 
graded on my skills pertaining to the class, 
not on skipping a worksheet because 
I wanted to go to sleep at a reasonable 
hour for once. A majority of students fail 
mainly because of poor homework grades 
but does that make them not intelligent if 
they don’t have the time, or don’t feel it’s 

helping them learn? Is it fair that a student 
should get a poor grade because they 
want to spend their vacation as a vacation 
should be, rather than sitting inside all day 
doing homework? No. Spring break is a 
week where everyone just gets to relax 
before powering through the final months. 
All teachers are doing is making more 
work for themselves too, because when 
we get back that’s even more grading that 
has to be done on top of the class work. 
It’s just not worth it to add more stress 
and unhappiness to students, just because 
a teacher feels inclined to give homework 
because it’s so many days off. A majority, 
if not all students, will wait to the last 
few days of vacation to even open their 
backpacks, so when the students have 
absolutely no interest in doing homework, 
what’s the benefit in giving it? 

 photo by: Mike Lopez
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LIFE
A Local Dinosaur Haven

By: Jordan Zeppieri

 Driving through Uncasville, one 
may come across prehistoric dinosaurs 
in the woods. Wells’ Dinosaur Haven on 
Route 32 in Uncasville was created by Jeff 
Wells and he has been making dinosaurs 
in his backyard since 1981. According 
to Roadside America, Wells originally 
wanted to create a rock and roll park with 
figures such as Elvis Presley and Bob 
Dylan. However, Wells was inspired by 
a dinosaur park in Rapid City and came 
to the realization that he wanted to create 
dinosaurs. 
 Seasonal weather and nature 
caused trouble when creating the dinosaurs. 
The stegosaurus has bumpy skin made of 
walnuts that squirrels would steal and its 
weak fins on its back would cave in from 
snow. Carpenter ants and wood lice were 
eating out plywood frames and Wells had 
enough. Wells visited Electric Boat to 
learn how to weld structural steel. Since 
then the carpenter ants and wood lice have 
not been a problem. 
 Wells masterpiece is the 

Tyrannosaurus rex. The T-rex is the largest 
dinosaur at the haven and can easily catch 
one’s eye driving by. The T-rex has a door 
within the tail and the dinosaur’s inside 
is a submarine hull with translucent skin 
making the T-rex look extremely alive. 
Wells considered burning the large project 
when it became too much to handle, 
but with the support of his daughter he 
continued on.
 The dinosaurs are not the common 
bright and vibrant dinosaur colors some 
may normally see at different dinosaur 
parks. These dinosaurs are painted in 
dull  colors because Wells believes these 
colors are a more accurate portrayal of 
the prehistoric creatures. Wells Dinosaur 
Haven is free, however Wells does accept 
donations. It is free admission because 
Wells doesn’t want to be a commercial 
enterprise taking money from little kids 
who are just coming to see their favorite 
dinosaurs.

Netflix Addiction

By: Van Heller

 Binge watching TV shows has 
never been so severe as in this day and 
age. With opportunities like Netflix, 
Hulu, and Amazon, people can watch 
their favorite shows whenever they 
want.  For as low as $8 per month, one 
of these providers can supply people with 
thousands of TV shows, sitcoms, movies, 
and documentaries. This frenzy of laziness 
could lead to a new type of addiction.
 When people are hooked on a show, all 
they want is more of it once an episode 
ends. Watching season after season can 
deter students from doing homework or 
sleeping at home. Then when they stop, 
all they want is one more show or one 
more hit.
 With such a variety of 
entertainment provided by Netflix, it’s 
hard for the thrill to dull. There are 
dramas, comedies, and everything in 
between and all of these are at teens’ 
finger tips. In 2014, it took 3 months for 
Americans to watch 5.1 billion hours of 
Netflix. Research shows that the average 
subscriber spends 46.6 hours per month 
watching TV suppliers. A study taken in 
May of 2014 showed that Netflix video 
streaming services take up to 34.2% of 
the internet traffic used in North America. 
So over one-third of America’s internet 
streaming pertains to Netflix.
  This problem is growing in 
America and there are victims in this 
pandemic too. Television is becoming a 
thing of the past. People are discontinuing 
their cable providers and switching to 
Netflix as their main provider of couch 
activities. Businesses like Block Buster, 
declared bankruptcy in 2010 even though 
in 2000, Block Buster offered to buy 
Netflix for $50 million. 
 Today with game systems, Smart 
TVs, computers, and portable devices like 
smart phones and tablets, the world is 
becoming more plugged in. 

Sign outside Wells’ Dinosaur Haven.                                                            Photo by: Alex Winakor
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By: Ashley Weekly
 Brianna Riordan, a senior at 
MHS, is using her creative passion for 
theater to nail her Hero’s Journey project. 
She will be producing her own play, 
“Finding Tommy.” The play is about a 
girl who lost her brother, Tommy, when 
she was young. The loss of Tommy effects 
all of her decisions as she grows up and 
she has to let go of her brother’s death to 
live happily. He is portrayed through a 
stuffed teddy bear he gave to her the day 
he died. While she is in college, she meets 
a boy that reminds her of Tommy and she 
has to decide what lengths she would go 
to in order to keep her boyfriend. Kody 
Mileski, a sophomore acting in the play 
said, “It’s a very deep and very sad play. 
But there is a resolution at the end that 
leaves it happy.”
 As soon as she heard of the 

Finding Tommy

project, Riordan knew she wanted to write 
a play. “I am in love with theater. So when 
I saw the project instructions and the 
option of a play, I knew it was what I was 
doing.” Riordan wants to be involved in 
theater for a long time and is dreaming of 
being on Broadway. “Theater is an outlet 
for me to become something different, to 
put all my emotions into my acting, and to 
just have fun with it. It’s just my creative 
outlet. Some people can draw really well. 
Well, I can act really well. That’s why I 
use my creative outlet.”
 Riordan has received a lot of 
support throughout the course of producing 
the play. Although it is not being carried 
out by the drama department, some actors 
and technology crew members have 
volunteered to help. Also, since it is a 
student’s production, there isn’t a very 

By: Kyle Marsh

 A new craze is sweeping the 
nation. “Selfie Sticks” are becoming more 
and more popular all over the world. People 
around MHS have even been talking 
about the invention. A “Selfie Stick” is 
an extendable monopod with a clamp to 
secure a phone or camera while the user 
takes pictures. The longer distance that 
the stick adds makes group photos easier, 
and also more can be seen, meaning more 
of an outfit or a background. The newly 
popular technology has been around since 
1983 when the Minolta Disc-7 camera 
came with an extendable arm. Prices vary, 
and while cheaper models require the 
user to use the timer on the device, more 
expensive brands come with Bluetooth 
and have a remote or button to take the 
picture. 
 Selfie sticks are also a bit 

Selfie Sticks

controversial. In South Korea, they have 
tight regulations on the product, saying 
“Selling an ‘unregulated’ Bluetooth 
selfie stick in the country can now result 
in a $27,000 fine, or up to three years in 
prison,” the New York Post reported. The 
ban is to ensure the Bluetooth sticks do 
not interfere with other communication 
signals. Other people are not too fond of 
this new technology either. “It’s going to 
be one more opportunity for us to be a 
little addictive when it comes to taking our 
selfies,” says Diane Gottsman, a modern 
manners and etiquette expert (New York 
Post). People are more concerned about 
them interfering with traffic in major cities 
as well. Selfie Sticks can be 3 feet long 
and are more than capable of impeding 
pedestrian traffic.
 No matter what city, state, or 

country it is, selfie sticks are bound to 
make an appearance. Selfie on a Stick, 
one company who sells these products 
has seen a 3,000 percent growth in sales 
last November alone. They have also sold 
out their stock 3 times at Nordstrom. They 
reported that 85 percent of their 7,000 
items sold came in just 3 months.
  Selfie sticks have become 
commonplace in every major city around 
the country and soon it will be the same 
around the world. Some people will have 
their criticism about the product but their 
words will have no effect on the up and 
coming trend. There is no doubt that the 
technology will continue to grow and 
become more popular as time goes on. 
Some say they are unnecessary, but there 
will always be a consumer for this kind 
of product. If it makes lives easier, people 
will buy it.

     Photo By: Emma Baxter

big budget for props. Riordan described 
the play as a “minimalist” production 
because she is using only what the drama 
department happens to already have.
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Promposals

By: Meagan McAdams

 Promposal (noun) - A proposal 
from one person asking another person to 
the prom; the combination of the words 
“prom” and “proposal” (urbandictionary.
com). High school students across the 
country are anticipating their senior and 
junior proms. The students of MHS also 
take part in what has quickly become an 
expectation of the spring season. The 
elaborate proposals get bigger and better 
each year, with students all over the 
country using jumbotrons, professional 
athletes, or expensive apparel to help 
them. Promposal season generally starts 
around late March for MHS.
 However, the act of promposing is 
not seen as endearing to some. “I think it’s 
[a promposal] the most ridiculous thing 
ever,” said P.E. teacher, Robert Alves. 
“I think the girl should ask the guy.” 
Customarily, a promposal involves the 
boy asking the girl because the promenade 
spawned from the days of the debutante.  
Some promposals that have occurred 
in MHS included cupcakes, signs with 

sports puns, flowers, signs in lockers, 
and jewelry. “They need to be creative 
otherwise they are lame,” said senior, 
Cory Meigs. Most askers admit to being 
nervous before asking, especially when 
they ask in front of more people. “I feel 
anxious and nervous. What if I mess up? 
What if I stutter when I ask her?” said 
senior, Gerald Aquino. 
 Social mores have changed 
dramatically throughout history and there 
is more pressure on promposals than 
ever. With social media and the teenage 
desire for 15 minutes of internet fame, 
promposals are getting more dramatic 
in efforts to top all others. Heightened 
expectations have set students up for 
either a great surprise or disappointment. 
 The prom itself is now being 
rivaled by the promposal for the most 
anticipated moment in a high school 
career. 

Project Based Learning 
at Palmer
By: Gerald Aquino
 Administrators at Palmer 
Academy have been seeing promising 
results in their students’ educations after 
beginning a new teaching strategy called 
project-based learning (PBL). “Project-
based learning is a dynamic classroom 
approach in which students actively explore 
real-world problems and challenges 
and acquire a deeper knowledge (from 
www.edutopia.com).” Palmer initiated 
the new type of learning in September 
this school year. Administrators are even 
discussing opening up the PBL campus 
to MHS students for a few class periods 
to take advantage of the real-world skills 
and self-guided exploration the program 
emphasizes.
 Mr. Rousseau, a teacher at Palmer 
who works with professionals at the PBL 
campus, says the ideas for these projects 
don’t come from teachers but mainly from 
students. “The teachers take suggestions 
from students and find a way to turn the 
suggestions into projects that incorporate 
some of the different core areas of study 
such as English, math, history, science 
and art.” 
 One of the first projects Palmer 
Academy students worked on was 
called “You are your choices!” This was 
an exploration of the health effects of 
different lifestyles and habits. The staff 
dedicate a majority of their time to create 
these projects. “It’s a team approach, you 
might have two people working on one 
project while two other people work on 
another project,” said Rousseau
 However, one common problem 
that the teachers and students face during 
the learning process is commitment. 
Rousseau said, “You need to have both 
students and teachers committed to the 
process. It’s all about attitude. If you don’t 
have the right attitude at the PBL campus, 
you’re going to struggle. Fortunately, 
these attitudes can be changed.”

Ben Reed As he Promposes to Katrina Awad.                         Photo by:  Alex Winakor
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By: Taylor Montminy
As your first year of high school is 
coming to a close, what advice can you 
give to upcoming freshmen?
I would say it’s not as scary as you think. 
I came into this year really nervous, 
especially being new. I thought that I 
wasn’t going to find any friends so it was 
very nerve-racking for me, but everyone 
helps you out, even the upperclassmen. 
If you do sports or if you know people 
around the school like siblings or older 
friends, they’ll help you out. People don’t 
isolate you, there will always be someone 
to help you out, it’s not as bad as it seems.

What do you remember loving about 
Bulgaria the most since you moved at 
such a young age?
I remember loving the city feel the most. I 
liked being so close to everything in town 
and having the ability to walk everywhere 

Humans of MHS: Polina Boteva

or use taxis because I don’t see a lot of 
those now that I live in the countryside. I 
think I’ll always have a love for the city 
because I grew up around it, even if it 
was only for four short years. I like being 
surrounded by people in an atmosphere 
where everyone is doing their own thing 
and hustling to their own destination

If you could sum up your life in a quote, 
what would it be?
This is one of my favorite quotes, it’s 
kinda cheesy, but it’s from the movie 
“We Bought A Zoo.” I don’t remember 
it exactly, but it’s the dad saying to the 
son, “All it takes in life is twenty seconds 
of insane embarrassing courage, and I 
promise you something good will come 
out of it.” I really like this quote because 
you need to shoot for the things that you 
want. You need to be confident in yourself      photo by: Taylor Montminy

and the choices that you’re making despite 
what people tell you; whether they tell you 
that you can or can’t do something. You 
need to believe in yourself and know that 
even if it’s just an outburst of something 
crazy, that something will come out of it, 
good or bad. 

Awkward Senior Portraits

 photo by: Patrick Caron photo by: Mike Lopez
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By: Helena Sun
Last issue’s Guess the Teacher was Mrs. 
Clifford, a Spanish teacher. This issue’s 
Guess the Teacher drove to Alaska from 
California on a whim when he was 25. 
When he’s listening to the radio on the car, 
the volume must be on an even number. His 
least favorite season is summer because 
he “hates being oppressively hot.” When 
he was a teenager, he did not have posters 
in his rooms; he had street signs. He likes 
to hike and work on cars. He describes 
himself as a “loud, outgoing kid.” His 
favorite memory from high school is the 
freedom he had once he got his license. 
He would rather be able to dance well than 
sing well. He does not have a birthmark. 
The last time he read his horoscope was 
maybe in high school. He does not watch 
video-cassettes at home. If he had a band, 
he would call it The Barefoot Wanderers. 

Guess the Teacher

The instrumentation/style would be much 
like the Zac Brown Band. His favorite 
comic books are Wolverine and Aquaman. 
He says he is a t-shirt nerd. He prefers 
steak over wings. His favorite food is 
white clam pizza from Sally’s in New 
Haven. He uses Gillette shaving cream. 
His favorite part of the watermelon is that 
first bite. He has never milked a cow. He 
usually arrives late to events. He does not 
own an umbrella. He would love to take 
a boat to Hawaii. He uses milk to make 
hot chocolate (not water). He likes salted 
butter better than unsalted butter. He 
cannot live without wearing his watch. 
His favorite texture is fleece. His biggest 
influence in life was his grandmother 
because when he was growing up, she 
came to make dinner for his family every 
day. He cannot successfully execute fake 

By: Isabel Orbe

 Ashley Kolasa and her family 
moved to Montville from Louisiana in 
8th grade, and now as she gets ready to 
graduate MHS who knows where life 
will take her. MHS has helped Kolasa 
become an active member of the school’s 
community and now, as a senior, she 
looks forward to life beyond high school. 
Kolasa has a wide variety of interests 
that are expressed through her activities. 
Kolasa taught herself how to play the 
trumpet before she moved to Conn. and 
has played it for six years. She shows off 
her talent in the school band.
 For her 2nd year, Kolasa is 
writing for The Chieftain and has proven 
to be a fully competent reporter. One of 
her stories, “Surviving High School,” was 
published on the Montville Patch.
 In addition, Kolasa ran indoor 

Ashley Kolasa’s High School Journey
track for two years and outdoor track 
for three years. She practices for the 100 
and 200-meter runs in outdoor and the 
55-meter run in indoor. “I enjoy track 
the most because it’s really competitive,” 
said Kolasa. Her motivation comes from 
her role models, her dad and grandpa. 
“They push me to keep trying even when 
I want to quit so I can be good at what I 
like to do,” Kolasa explained. During this 
year’s indoor track season, Kolasa, Caitlin 
Turney, Nadia Dallas, and Tavanee West 
set a new MHS record in the sprint medley 
relay (SMR) 100-100-200-400 meter.
 Soccer was another sport that 
Kolasa enjoyed to play for 3 years before 
she had to turn her focus to academics. 
“One of my favorite memories from high 
school is playing in the state and ECC 
tournaments,” said Kolasa. She was a key 

attacker on JV’s offense using her speed, 
and when asked Kolasa dropped back to 
defense.
 After graduation, Kolasa will 
attend Three Rivers Community College 
in Norwich in order to bring up her 
GPA. Later, she plans to apply to Eastern 
Connecticut State University in Windham 
and other state colleges. She wants to 
study sports management to become an 
athletic trainer.
 As a senior, Kolasa is excited for 
the end of the school year and to finally 
graduate from MHS. With track, senior 
prom, senior outing, and graduation, 
Kolasa is sure to be busy before MHS is a 
thing of the past.
 

A clue to the teacher’s identity
Photo by: Alex Winakor

accents. He does not know his blood 
type. His ideal Saturday is clamming with 
friends. He says that he “really wants to 
like olives.”


